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mountains which protects her on the north, but the threat of such an invasion had been kept alive by the Russian military party and used with considerable effect as a diplomatic weapon; and to be rid of it was at least a great practical convenience.
It cannot be said that the Persian part of the Anglo-Russian Convention worked smoothly.   The officers and officials of the Tsarist regime were with difficulty persuaded to moderate their traditional anti-British instincts or to respect Persian interests and feelings in the way that we thought right and reasonable.    There were many difficult moments in the sub-e/*mipnt years, in which the British Government had to weigh eat political interest of friendship with Russia against the ;fy of consenting to and condoning Russian proceedings \ Persia to which they took strong objection, igreement was judged in England mainly on the round that it ended the Anglo-Russian quarrel;  and it was coldly received by Radical objectors to the tyranny, it was generally approved by the public aw in it only, as they had seen in the Anglo-French , a step towards peace by the removal of differences L the two friendly Powers.   European observers judged Arhat differently, and saw Great Britain taking a further :o the camp of the Dual Alliance.    The Germans Ly detected in it the hand of King Edward whom lieved to be engaged in a conspiracy to encircle Ger-Seing inspired thereto by dislike and envy of his the Kaiser.    This  suspicion  was   groundless,   for he King had undoubtedly been very outspoken about viour of his nephew in the Morocco crisis, and had it of his way to show his sympathy with French s» lie had kept strictly within his constimtional limits, , m no sense the author of either the French or the agreements.   The responsibility for both, nominal tal, rested with his Ministers, who in each case were j only of composing their differences with France and aad had no hostile intention against any other Power. Bdwaird Grey and Sir Hempy Campbell-Bannerman >rd l^asdbwae and ME, Balfout it seemed impossible eat Britain shotjld be prevented feom makitig friends ance and itussk becattse Gemaay or die Triple Alliance

